
USING FIVES 
 

E CA AC EA AA AM AP 
 
I am learning to use materials to solve problems in addition and subtraction that 
involve five as one of the numbers. 
 
PRIOR KNOWLEDGE REQUIRED: To do this I have to be very quick at my “Fly Flip” 
activity questions. 
1) 
Question Answer Question Answer 
a) 5 + ….. = 7  d) …. + 5 = 8  
b) 5 + …… = 9  e) ….. + 5 = 10  
C) 5 + …… = 6  f) ….. + 5 = 9  
NEW STRATEGY WITH MATERIALS: 
EXAMPLE: Andy has $8 and buys a $3 bus ticket. How much money does he have left? 
First make 8 with your fingers. (That should be 5 on your left hand and 3 on your right). 
Now take away the $3 you spent. That should leave you with 5 fingers still up which means 
you have $5 left. 
 
You will need to use your fingers to answer the following questions. 
2) 
Question Answer Question Answer 
a) 2 + 5 =  j) 8 – 5 =  
b) 5 + 4 =  k)6 – 5 =   
c) 1 + 5 =  l) 9 – 5 =  
d) 5 + 3 =  m) 7 – 5 =  
e) 8 – 5 =  n) 10 – 5 =  
f) 6 – 5 =   o) 9 - ………. = 5  
g) 9 – 5 =  p) 5 + ………. = 8  
h) 7 – 5 =  q) 8 - …….…. = 3  
i) 10 – 5 =  r) 2 + …….…. = 7  
WORD PROBLEMS: 
3) The caretaker found 3 tennis balls on one roof and 5 on another roof. How many tennis 
balls did he find? 
 
4) Sue bought 9 biscuits. She ate 4 for morning tea. How many does she have left? 
 
5) Jenny bought 2 music magazines. She already has 5 at home. How many music 
magazines does she have now? 
 
6) Kane’s cat had 9 kittens. They gave 5 away to friends. How many kittens are left?  
 
 


